
  

From our Camp Director, Janet Igoe Paddack     
 
 Confessions of a Facebook Failure: 

 

I admit it, even though my intentions are good, my Facebook performance is severely 

lacking.  To be honest, I only signed up when I got tired of being asked about all the 

ñadorableò pictures of my grandson that I had never seen because I didnôt know how to 

access Kristinôs page.  As all of you Facebook aficionados must know, once you put 

yourself out there, the flood gates open and all of a sudden the word ñfriendò is no longer a 

noun, itôs a verb.  Go figure! 

 

I was very quickly overwhelmed by the whole process, so I decided to apply the basic principle that anything I 

can organize, I can manage.  In searching for an approach, I discovered that the program allows you to group 

your friends. AHA! I immediately set to work sorting out all of my friends.  I started with ñcampò as a 

category since 90% of my potential Facebook friends were from Ma-He-Tu.  I quickly discovered that ñcampò 

was much too broad.   

 

So I tried to come up with a way of dividing up camp friends.  Thinking of the classic campfire song, ñMake 

New Friends, but Keep the Oldéò I tried old and new.  I soon realized how quickly the  silver friends become 

golden oldies.ò  I tried camper and counselor, which made me marvel at how many of our staff members are 

home grown, many of them having been with us since they were lower campers.  Plus, I had no idea what to 

do with our WIWers (our Women in the Woods campers);  Friends of Ma-He-Tu; board members; folks that 

have moved away from us; those who have found their way back; old campers who are now parents of camp-

ers ï there are so many crossovers that trying to sort it all out was making me dizzy! 

 

 It was a process that failed miserably in its intent, but succeeded tremendously in making me marvel at the 

nature of the friendships that last a lifetime ð that have their roots deep in the woods.  You really canôt put 

camp friends into nice neat little boxes.  You canôt divide us.  We are all somehow caught up together in a 

wonderful network of sharing and caring that transcends any boundaries. 

 

In the end, I put all of us together under ñfamily,ò smiled to myself, and logged off. 
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Saturday June 5, 2010               12:00 pm - 4:00 pm  
 

Meet some old and new friends.  Take a walk around Camp.  
Bring a picnic.  Enjoy an afternoon  

Deep in the Woods.  
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From the Hilltop 
 

The Hilltop disappears under a very 

deep blanket of white snow.  

Through the barren trees you can see 

the lake as white as the Hilltop.  If 

you look closely you might see some 

prints of a rabbit or deer that moved 

across the cold land seeking shelter 

and food. 

 

But beyond this quietly majestic scene there are a band of 

stewards preserving the land, the history and the memories 

which will spring to life as the shoots of a new season at 

Ma-He-Tu take root and blossom. 

 

As I have mentioned in other Babblers, those ever vigilant 

Board members and friends meet every month throughout 

the winter, planning, discussing and organizing for the 

2010 Summer.  They are not only stewards of the land but 

stewards of the Camp finances and all that surrounds our 

core foundation.  And although the winter weather actually 

caused one meeting to be cancelled, the work continued 

thanks to our electronic media.   

 

Electronic media ï how did the first Board in 1937 ever 

function ?  Did you ever consider how Dr. White might 

have gathered his committee to establish a girls camp  

ñdeep-in-the-woods?ò  They too were stewards working, 

planning, dealing with a budget ï still that same age-old 

struggle. 

 

Because of those first stewards of Ma-He-Tu,, we have a 

history rich in tradition and memories nurtured by our 

belief that through our faith Jesus walks side by side with 

us as we travel the rocky hills and valleys striving to keep 

our campfires burning.  Living at Ma-He-Tu during 

Women In The Woods,  I am renewed by the beauty of our 

earth, the love of our camp family and the joys we share 

with each other. 

 

Join me at Women In The Woods this summer ï  

experience the wonder of Godôs love with me! 

 

 

Ma- He- Tu  
Ladies Night Out 

Winter Edition 
Well, the weather outside was 

frightful, but the friends inside 

were delightful, and as long as 

you could get to DUMBO ï  

LNO, LNO, LNO!!!  

 

Ladies Night Out, affectionately known as óLNO,ô is the 

much-anticipated Women in the Woods event for all 

Ma-He-Tu women over the age of 21.  It usually conjures 

up memories of idyllic summer nights in which we join 

together with friends to socialize at Rhodes Tavern or other 

local establishments near Camp Ma-He-Tu.  

 

We always have a fantastic time together, so just like 

Christmas in July at Ma-He-Tu, what was stopping us from 

having LNO more than once a year?  Not the winter chill, 

not the rain, not the snow, not the sleet ï not even a trek to 

Brooklyn!   

Saturday December 5th marked the first official Winter 

Ladies Night Out, held at reBar in DUMBO, Brooklyn 

where thirty former campers, staff members, board members 

and friends of Ma-He-Tu gathered in the warm and inviting 

café bar for the camp reunion. We caught up with old 

friends, made some new friends, enjoyed a variety of bever-

ages including a champagne toast, and even found the 

opportunity to gather round our giant table and sing/shout 

some favorite Ma-He-Tu cheers.    

Alumni and friends came from near and far for the reunion -

-  Andrea Tietjen Schultz gets the award for farthest distance 

travelled ï she came from south of Washington, DC!  Page 

Croyder came in a close second and travelled from Mary-

land/DC area to partake in the festivities.  Rhiana Swartz, 

Katherine Dillon, and Beth Shumaker were the local gals, 

and a special thanks goes out to them for hosting many of us 

at their residences that night.      

LNO is no longer a distant 

memory of summers past!  We 

all had a great time reuniting 

and reminiscing, and if you 

missed it, donôt worry ï I am 

sure the Winter Edition will 

become another Ma-He-Tu 

tradition for many years to 

come.  

Joy Schumacher 

 and friends 

Igoe and Ellen Shakespeare 

Ruth Muenzen 

Board President 
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 2010 Application    Women in the Woods    Camp Ma-He-Tu 
________________________________________________________     Please indicate the days you will be attending: 
ADULT NAME                   ___ Sat., 7/3  ___ Sun., 7/4 

________________________________________________________       __ Mon., 7/5  ___  Tues., 7/6 

GIRLôS NAME(S)     RELATIONSHIP          Final checkout is Wed., July 7 at 11 AM 

__________________________________________________     I will be coming for the day __ overnight  __ 
ADDRESS          

__________________________________________________            I would prefer to stay in a cabin __  tent __          
CITY      STATE   ZIP   no preference __ 
                  I would like to share accommodations with: 
PHONE (day)___________________(evening)___________________e-mail address______________    

__________________________________________________            ___________________________________ 

BIRTHDATES (adult)  (children)             Make checks or money orders payable to the  

                 Lutheran Girlsô Camp Association-WIW . 

I certify that I am in good health, as are the child/children who will be attending WIW with me.  I          A non-refundable deposit of one dayôs fee per  

understand that my health insurance will act as the primary carrier while I participate in all activities at        person is required to insure registration. 
Camp Ma-He-Tu.  The camp reserves the right to reject any application or to dismiss any camper(s) for     

sufficient cause.                Mail to:  

                                                                                                                                                                                           Mrs. Marion Schumacher, Registrar 
                 6 Soundview Drive Norrth  

                           Huntington, NY  11743  

SIGNATURE____________________________________________________DATE______________  

                                                                                                                                                                                           OR, register online at www.mahetu.org 

 
 

Rates:  Overnight feesðAdults/$80 per day, Girls 12 and under /$55per day.     Non-overnight (day) fees ð Adults/$55, Girls 12 and under/$35 

            Priority will be given to those who apply for all four days.    

Looking Forward to Warm Rays 
 

Itôs been a long winter for many of us.  Too much snow, now too much 

rain and lately way too much wind!  Thankfully, we are less than four 

months from the start of the camping season at Camp Ma-He-Tu.  

Women-In-The-Woods kicks off the 2010 campng season on July 3rd 

where we can never have too much sun and thereôs no such thing as too 

much fun. 

 

There are many of us looking forward to leaving our cares behind and 

relaxing on the hilltop of Ma-He-Tu.  The WIW experience has brought 

generations of women together since 1997.  Counting out the years makes 

me realize that there are now campers who are teenagers that started out 

as babes in the woods.  Our roots are beginning younger and now reach into generations of campers at WIW who were at 

camp in the 1930ôs.  The warmth of the sun may warm up our tents, cabins and the lake, but the warmth of the rays of 

friendship reaches into the hearts of each camper at WIW.  Even a cloudy day can be a great one. 

 

Planning for the 2010 WIW has begun in earnest.  Crafty campers can make a beautiful ribbon weaved pillow and try 

their hands at leather stamping.   Keep updated on supplies needed on the website.   Watch for a poll to voice your 

opinion on the WIW Book Club pick for 2010.  Hikers get in shape for an adventure on the 

trails of Harriman Park.  Of course, all our rising camp stars need to get their acts together 

for our annual ñStep Up to the Mic Night.ò   Tune up your voices for singing around the 

campfire and in the dining hall. 

 

So join the countdown on our web site or on the Women-In-The-Woods Facebook Fan page. 

Grab a friend, a daughter, a niece or granddaughter and register today for WIW.  WIW is the 

perfect opportunity to introduce someone not so sure about sleep-away camp to the amazing 

Ma-He-Tu experience. (We are talking to parents and daughters.) 

 

As always, feel free to contact Madeline Sharrock for additional WIW information at 

hulk80@optonline.net.  Canôt wait to see you all at Camp Ma-He-Tu! 

  

mailto:hulk80@optonline.net

